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(Frontispiece) A new illuminated landmark at the 
southern approach to Melbourne is the spire over the 
Theatre Complex of the Arts Centre. 

Victorian Arts Centre Building Committee 

(Front endpaper) George Chaffey's pumping plant was 
installed 7 kilometres from Mildura on King's Billabong 
in 1889 to irrigate 2,400 hectares of land under tillage. In 
1955, that system was replaced by an all electric central 
pumping station which today irrigates 7,974 hectares. The 
Chaffey pump now stands in Mildura's Museum of Local 
History. 

Fotofella 

(Back endpaper) Work in progress on the Thomson Dam 
for which the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 
Works is the construction authority. Approximately 60 
metres of earth and rock fill has been laid above the old 
river bed. The concrete structure on the right abutment is 
a grouting gallery which will enable access to the centre 
of the 165 metre high dam wall for monitoring and 
measurement after completion. 

Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works 
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PREFACE 

This is the ninety-sixth edition of the Victorian Year Book and continues the basic task of 
presenting a comprehensive statistical and descriptive account of Victoria. This volume 
again emphasises the social, demographic, and economic structure of the State, as well as 
many aspects of its physical environment. It is always a challenge to the Year Book to 
delineate changes which have occurred more recently and to place them accurately into the 
perspective of earlier trends. To achieve such an historical balance, the book seeks 
continuity by matching the claims of recent to those of earlier information and by 
maintaining continuity of statistical tables. Frequently these can be expanded as new 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) collections become available for publication. Thus, 
all in all, the Year Book, with its wide and comprehensive coverage of the State, continues 
as the basic reference work for Victoria. 

This edition contains the seventh major article on Victoria's Environment and Man, this 
time on Water in the Victorian Environment. The article has once more been illustrated to 
highlight several of its main features. It also relates to several basic environmental themes 
already touched on in previous chapters of this series which began with the 1976 edition. 

The several new articles in the book inchlde the following topics: the Industrial 
Relations Commission (Chapter 9), credit facilities in the 1970s (Chapter 21), Legacy 
(Chapter 27), Third Party Liability and Victoria Police (Chapter 28). Regular summaries 
on employment, banking, and the Victorian Budget are provided in Chapters 10, 20, and 
21, respectively. Together with other contents, such annual descriptions provide regular 
new material to ongoing themes, and over the years the cumulative impact of such 
material will contribute to the recording of the State's history. 

It is not possible for Year Books because of their complexity to contain the latest 
statistics available at the time of publication, and thus the statistical tables in the Year 
Book give the latest facts available at the time of preparation. More detailed, and in many 
cases more up-to-date, statistics of the various topics contained in the Year Book are 
available in other ABS publications. The details of the publications available are set out in 
the ABS Catalogue of Publications, 1980 (1101.0). 

The Victorian Office maintains an Information .service, which, on request, supplies 
available statistical information and advice on which publications are appropriate, and a 
library in which all publications of the ABS are available for reference. Businessmen, 
government officers, students, and members of the public are invited to make use of these 
services. 

The material in the Year Book has been checked throughout, but I shall be grateful to 
hear from readers who wish to offer suggestions or have noticed defects. 

I wish to record my appreciation of the continued co-operation received from educa
tional institutions, business firms, primary producers, private organisations, individuals, 
and government departments who provide the basic data from which the contents of the 
Year Book and of all other ABS publications are derived. Without this co-operation, the 
provision of the wide range of detailed information included in this book would not have 
been possible. 



The preparation of this Victorian Year Book has been a complex undertaking and I 
gratefully acknowledge the valuable assistance and willing co-operation of many persons 
and institutions in the community and thank them for their contributions. 

I wish to thank my staff in the Victorian Office who have contributed to the production 
of this Year Book. In particular, I wish to record my appreciation of the efforts of the 
Editor of Publications, Mr H.L. Speagle, M.A., B.Ed., and his editorial staff. I also wish 
to thank Mr Norman Quaintance, our design consultant, and the Victorian Government 
Printer and his staff for their interest, skill, and resourcefulness in printing this book. 

I. M. COWIE 
June 1982 Deputy Commonwealth Statistician 
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